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VOLUME 7B, CHAPTER 18: “RELEASE OF INFORMATION”
SUMMARY OF MAJOR CHANGES

All changes are denoted by blue font.

Substantive revisions are denoted by an asterisk (*) symbol preceding the section,

paragraph, table, or figure that includes the revision.

Unless otherwise noted, chapters referenced are contained in this volume.

Hyperlinks are denoted by bold, italic, blue, and underlined font.

The previous version dated June 2017 is archived.

PARAGRAPH EXPLANATION OF CHANGE/REVISION PURPOSE
All Updated chapter and format to comply with administrative Revision
instructions.
Bibliography | Renamed “Bibliography” to “References.” Revision
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CHAPTER 18

RELEASE OF INFORMATION

1801 GENERAL
180101. Purpose

This chapter provides regulatory policy on the Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts.
Guidance references are from United States Code (U.S.C.), Public Law (PL), Department of
Defense (DoD) and agency regulations.

180102. Authoritative Guidance
The authoritative references are listed at the end of this chapter.
1802 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

PL 89-554, enacted September 6, 1966, commonly known as the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) and codified in Title 5, U.S.C., section 552, as amended, provides for openness in
government and making information available to the public. DoD Directive (DoDD) 5400.07, DoD
Freedom of Information Act Program, provides guidance on 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and
prescribes uniform policies and procedures for the DoD implementation of the FOIA.

1803 PRIVACY ACT

PL 93-579, enacted December 31, 1974, commonly known as the Privacy Act of 1974 and
codified in 5 U.S.C. 8 5523, as amended, safeguards individual privacy by governing the collection,
safeguarding, maintenance, public notice, use, access, amendment, and dissemination of personal
information. DoDD 5400.11, DoD Privacy Program, provides guidance on 5 U.S.C. 8 552a, as
amended, and prescribes uniform procedures for implementation of the DoD Privacy Program.

1804 ADMINISTRATION

Administration of the FOIA and the Privacy Act must be in accordance with the respective
Component regulations and instructions.

180401. Army

Army administration of the FOIA and the Privacy Act must be in accordance with Army
Regulations (AR) AR 25-55, AR 25-22, and Title 32, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), part 518.
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http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:5%20section:552%20edition:prelim)%20OR%20(granuleid:USC-prelim-title5-section552)&f=treesort&edition=prelim&num=0&jumpTo=true
http://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/540007p.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:5%20section:552%20edition:prelim)%20OR%20(granuleid:USC-prelim-title5-section552)&f=treesort&edition=prelim&num=0&jumpTo=true
http://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodd/540011p.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:5%20section:552a%20edition:prelim)%20OR%20(granuleid:USC-prelim-title5-section552a)&f=treesort&edition=prelim&num=0&jumpTo=true
https://armypubs.army.mil/epubs/DR_pubs/DR_a/pdf/web/r25_55.pdf
https://armypubs.army.mil/epubs/DR_pubs/DR_a/pdf/web/ARN13587_R25_22_FINAL.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=5bb4f0fdbbbe051bdedb7779b536f7cb&node=pt32.3.518&rgn=div5
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180402. Air Force

Air Force administration of the FOIA and the Privacy Act must be in accordance with
DoD 5400.7-R_Air Force Manual 33-302 and Air Force Instruction 33-332.

180403. Navy

Navy administration of the FOIA and the Privacy Act must be in accordance with
Secretary of the Navy Instructions (SECNAVINST) 5720.42F and SECNAVINST 5211.5E.

180404. Marine Corps

Marine Corps administration of the FOIA and the Privacy Act must be in accordance with
SECNAVINST 5720.42F and SECNAVINST 5211.5E.
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http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/mountainhomeafb/publication/dod5400.7-r_afman33-302_accsup_mountainhomeafbsup/dod5400.7-r_afman33-302_accsup_mountainhomeafbsup.pdf
http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/saf_cio_a6/publication/afi33-332/afi33-332.pdf
https://fas.org/irp/doddir/navy/secnavinst/5720_42g.pdf
https://www.tecom.marines.mil/Portals/90/Docs/5211.5E.pdf
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http://www.apd.army.mil/ProductMaps/PubForm/AR.aspx
http://www.apd.army.mil/ProductMaps/PubForm/AR.aspx
http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/mountainhomeafb/publication/dod5400.7-r_afman33-302_accsup_mountainhomeafbsup/dod5400.7-r_afman33-302_accsup_mountainhomeafbsup.pdf
http://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/saf_cio_a6/publication/afi33-332/afi33-332.pdf
http://doni.daps.dla.mil/Directives/05000%20General%20Management%20Security%20and%20Safety%20Services/05-200%20Management%20Program%20and%20Techniques%20Services/5211.5E.pdf
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